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ABSTRACT
At present time, one of the most important directions in linguistics is the study of the
linguistic consciousness of man, the tradition of research of which goes back to the
ideas of W. von Humboldt about the link between the language and the spirit of the
people. Among the methods of research of linguistic consciousness, one distinguishes
an associative experiment, which is a survey of the informants united by some
commonality (language, profession, territory of residence, etc.) for revealing their
associations-reactions to a certain stimulus. The following methods of linguistic
analysis were used in the paper: generalization and systematization, analytical method,
descriptive, comparative methods, and also the method of association experiment, etc.
The association experiments with 500 students of the city of Kazan, the native speakers
of the Tatar language,were conductedIn the course of the research. The results were
compared with the materials of the “The Slavic Associative Dictionary” (2004).
This paper analyzes and identifies the general and specific features of the associative
fields of the lexemes “smr”in the Tatar language and “pa6ora’/“work” in the Russian
language. An analysis of the responses received by the respondents showed that the
associative fields of the lexemes “amr” in Tatar and“padora”/“work” in Russian
coincided in general. However, Tatar native speakers have more associations with the
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components of the meaning “msorcenviir”/ “heavy ”, “mpyonocme ”’[“difficulty”, etc.,
often characterizing physical labour. Russian-speaking young people more often
associate their future with comfortable mental work indoors.

The associations of Russian speakers are distinguished by a wide variety of associates
with negative connotations, reduced stylistic characteristics, and the use of answers of
paremiological origin.

Thus, the association experiment allows of revealing the content systemacyof
thetypeofconsciousness behind the word in different languages, and confirms the
uniqueness, the inimitability of the image of the world of each culture. The research to
have been carried out has practical significance, since the obtained results are a valuable
and sufficiently reliable material for studying certain fragments of linguistic
consciousness, national-specific phenomena, knowledge, value orientations, and so on.
Keywords: linguistic consciousness, free association experiment, stimulus, associate,

reaction, associative field, associative dictionary.
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1. INTRODUCTION
A characteristic feature of modern linguistics is the switch to the anthropocentric
paradigm. In the center of linguistic researchthere is a person as a subject and object of
speech activity. The study of languages is conducted in close relationship with the
consciousness, the picture of the world and the national culture of the people.
At one time, L. Weissgerber, who believed that each language represented a special
point of view of the world of the native speaker, proposed the term “linguisticimage of
the world” (Weissgerber,1993). In modern science, this term is understood as the
concepts of the world, society and man historically formed in the ordinary
consciousness of the people and embodied in its language (Sibgaeva,2015 ;
Zamaletdinov,2014).
In recent decades, the research on psycholinguistics and cognitive linguistics has widely
used the term “linguistic consciousness”. This concept was introduced into science by
Wilhelm von Humboldt: “Language in its interdependent relationships is the creation of
national language consciousness” (Humboldt,1985).
The works by domestic linguists Y.N. Karaulova, A.A. Zalevskaya, E.S. Cubryakova,
E.F. Tarasov, N.V. Ufimtseva and others consider linguistic consciousness as a set of
images of consciousness, formed and expressed by external, linguistic means.
In Tatar linguistics, one has begun to study the problem of linguistic consciousness
relatively recently.
The task of our research is to reveal and interpret differences in the use and perception
of the lexemes “smr”’and“pabora”/ “work”’by Tatar-speaking and Russian-speaking
students by means of association experiment. The experiment consists of interviewing
the informants, united by age, profession, language, etc. with the aim of eliciting their
associations for the proposed stimulus words.

2. METHODS
The following methods of linguistic analysis were used in the work: generalization and

systematization, analytical method, descriptive, comparative methods, etc.
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The method of generalization and systematization was used to study different
researchers’views and language materials. The analytical method was usedto analyze
scientific and scientific-methodological literature on the topic of research, scientific
concepts in modern domestic and foreign studies. The descriptive method is a system of
research techniques applied to characterize the phenomena of language at this stage of
its development; this is the method of synchronous analysis.
The comparative method is used to determine general and specific features of the
Russian and the Tatar languages.
The statistical method helped to comprehend the phenomenon under study in details, to
reveal the most frequent associates that occupy a certain place in the linguistic
consciousness of the Russians and the Tatars.
An effective method to study linguistic consciousness is experimental methods, in
particular, the method of free association experiment, since we can study consciousness
only via the products of its activity (Fanuza et al, 2016 ; Mubarakshina et al, 2016 ). In
the association experiment, the stimulus word calls up a number of associations of the
language speaker, among which there are both individual, subjective, those that are
connected with personal experience, and inherent in a group of people united by
common existence conditions (Mukhametzyanova ,2014; Gulgena et al, 2016 ; Albina
et al, 2016).
The reactions of native speakers to the stimulus word (or a group of semantically related
stimuli) form associative fields, on the basis of which modelling certain fragments of
linguistic consciousness is possible. The materials of association experiments become
the basis for compilation of association dictionaries that help to penetrate into the
consciousness of native speakers, for example, “The Slavic Associative Dictionary”(
Ufimtseva,2004).
In our study, a free association experiment was used in the form of carrying out a
survey, during which the subject responds to stimulus words with a word or a phrase
that has occurred first. For the questionnaires, the most frequent lexemesto which the
respondents had to respond with appropriate verbal reactions were selected. The
informants were about 500 students from various higher and secondary special
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educational institutions of the city of Kazan —the native speakers of the Tatar language
at the age of 18-25. The experiment covered the students of various specialties (future
philologists, veterinarians, power engineering specialists, economists, teachers), the
gender sign is in equal proportions.

3. RESULTS
As the results of association experiments have shown, the stimulus word “sur” has
induced a wide range of associations of the respondents. Of 364 reactions to this
stimulus, different reactions account for 82, single reactions - 44.
The important components of the collective associative field are the lexemesaswvip
“rspxenbiit” / “heavy” (46 reactions), axua “nenbru” / “money” (44 responses), kyn
“muoro” / “a lot” (42), xezmom “tpyn’” [“labour” (30). Young respondents perceive
work as hard work, and the primary and majortarget of any work of modern man is
wages, money earned for work. The fact that the majority of respondents were from
rural areas of the Republic of Tatarstan had an effect on the results of the
experiment.Work in the village since olden dayshas beenthe sustinance for the family.It
wasoften heavy, related to the cultivation of the land. The Tatar people have long been
renowned for their diligence. Therefore, in the minds of Tatar native speakers, work is
also associated with the lexemes and word combinationssuwiapes “pabotats” / “to
work” (10); kupak “uamo”/ “I must” (9); ouwroy “paborats” / “to work”8; xou “cuma” /
“power”(7); apy “ycraBatb, yctath” / “to get tired”(6); asbipibik “TAKECTH, TATOTA,
tpynHocTh” / “difficulty, burden, hardness” (3); muipsiwu “crapaTenbHbIA, yHOpHBIA™ /
“assiduous, painstaking” (3); 6emmu “He xoHuaercs” / “not to see the end of smth”(2);
kyam “cuna” / “power” (2); baxuada swnay “padbotats B caxy” / “to do gardening” (1);
kaunoui “kanut” / “boiling” (1); ecmande “nobasunaces” / “was added”(1); mawwipea
“BO3UTH, HOCUTB, TacKaTh” / “to drive, to carry, to drag” (1); ymein mauty “BO3UTH,
HOCHUTb, TaCKaTh JpoBa’ / “to cart, to carry, to pull along firewood”(1) and so on.
A number of respondents gave the following actions associations suwiapea “pabortats” /
“to work™ (10); suwroy “pabotats” / “to work™ 8; apy “ycraBath, yctath” /“to get
tired”(6); 2319pea “nckatn” / “to seek” (3); bemmu “He koHuaeTcs” / “to see no end of
smth” (2); 6apy “uner” / “is going on” (2); ma6y “navitu” / “to find” (2); swwiu
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“pabotaet” / “it is wporking”(2); 6axuaoa suiray “paborath B caxy” / “to work in the
garden”(1); 6ynbuuusipea “nomorats” / “to help” (1); bema “3akanuuBactcs” / “it comes
to end”(1); kauneitr “xurut” / “it is boiling”(1); ecmanode “nodaBunace” / “it has been
added”(1); mawwipea “nocuts, Tackath” / “to carry, to pull’ (1); mopa “crout” / “to be
at a standstill”(1); ymein mawy “Hocuth, Tackath npoBa” / “to carry, to pull along
firewood” (1); roeanmy “tepsth, morepsats” / “to lose”(1). Thus, the respondents in
many cases perceive work as an activity, and often give a certain characteristic of this
process (fast, slow, positive or negative quality). In most cases, a positive attitude
towardslabour, work as a necessary and important component of life is expressed: xupax
“Hamo” / “one must”(9); corw “mroduts” / “to like” (6); spamxan “nrodumas (padora)” /
“favourite (work)”(3); spamam “mo6m0” / “I am fond of’(1); swoay “xute” / “to live”
(D).

A number of associations are of a qualitative nature. Thus, the associative field of the
lexeme*sur” extends to such adjectives as (in descending order) msoicenas,
Jezkas,xopowas, cmapamensvHulil, mobumast, kunyuasl heavy, easy, good, diligent,
favourite, feverish. These lexemes are largely related to personal characteristics, the
individual’s ideas about work. Our respondents dream of their favourite work, which
will bring satisfaction and a decent salary.

Many students associate the lexeme*aur” with a number of other nouns, including: cuaa,
8pemsl, 1onama, omowvix, cao, monop, 0eHv, 006ed, mecmo, depego, noie, Kazanv, oenn,
NOHeOeNbHUK, epsi3Hble PYKU, Nuad, pedakyus, mpakmop, nensl strength, time, shovel,
rest, garden, ax, day, dinner, place, tree, field, Kazan, day, Monday, dirty hands, saw,
the editors, tractor, laziness, etc. These associations are brought up as a result of
convergence of these objects, phenomena with the work process in the minds: some
objects are necessary to perform a particular activity (the majority is connected with
agriculture), some associations point to a place and time of work (peoaxyus, Kazanv,
cao, none, nonedenvrux | editorial board, Kazan, garden, field, Monday), and other
associations are directly qualitative characteristics of the worker (cura, epsasuvie pyxu

/strength, dirty hands, etc.).
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The materials of the conducted association experiments were compared with the data of
“The Slavic Associative Dictionary” (2004), compiled on the results of a mass
experiment conducted in 1998-1999. using a written survey with the native speakers of
Belarusian, Bulgarian, Russian and Ukrainian. According to “The Slavic Associative
Dictionary”, high-frequency responses of Russian speakers to the stimulus lexeme
"pabota” /“work” are doenveu [ money 38; mpyo / labour 37; nesonx/ not a wolf32; oeno
/ business 28; rrobumas | favourite 21; xopowas/ good 19; mpyonasl difficult 17;
omowix/ rest 16; msocenasl heavy 14; sab6omal care 13; unmepecnas, yuebal interesting,
studies 11; ycmanocmul/ tiredness 8; soax, doml wolf, home 7; sapnrama, nadoena |
salary, was tired of it 6; 6ezoenve, nens lidleness, lazinesss; bonvuas, scusns,
3ansmue, 3aHamocmo, paoocms, yuumens! great, life, occupation, being busy, pleasure,
teacher4;svinonnenal fulfilled, oonelduty, oomalat home, oomawmnss/home, ecmol there
IS, arcoeml it 1s waiting, zasodlplant, unmepecnolit is interesting, kamopeal hard labour,
naocoboi | at oneself, nyscnal needed, oghucloffice, nroxasl bad, nioxo / it is bad,
npocgheccusl profession, ckyunasl bored, yocaclhorror, ycnex/success, xopowol it is
good 3” (10).Thereactionsof TatarandRussianspeakerscoincideinmanyrespects,
especiallythemostfrequentonesare:oenseul/ money 38; mpyol labour 37; oenol business
28. Young people hope to find a good, interesting and highly paid job. However,
Russian speakers often associate work with the office (oguc / office 3, aosoxam |
attorney at law, 6usnecl business, kapanoawlpencil, krasuwal button, xomnviomepl!
computer, nuwywasmawunxaltypewriter, npoepammuposanuel programming,
conuonwvtiikocmioml black tie 1), though there are single reactions like snoxne, 1onama,
monomox [ in the field, shovel, hammer.
The Russian-speaking students have more diverse and numerous associates with
negative connotations and reduced stylistic characteristics: adoenal | was tired of it 6;
bezoenvel idleness, rens/ laziness 5; kamopea | hard labour, nioxas/bad, nioxol it is
bad, ckyunasl bored, yorcacl horror3; uwax/ donkey, mpax/ darkness, mymopnas |
dreary, naooenol | am tired of it, nesxaiigh | not to feel pleasure , nenasuocy I 1 hate,
nenpusimuocmol trouble, nexouy/ I don’t want, o6y3zal burden, pabecmesol slavery, pyensl
bad language, pymunalroutine, ckyxalboredom, mepnems/ to bear2; ympyowcoaem I it is
513

Articulo recibido: 05-11-2017
Aprobacidn definitiva: 06-12-2017



_El\ The Associative Field Of The Lexemes ""Work"" In Russian And
N7 Tatar Language Consciousness
Revista Publicando, 4 No 12. (1). 2017, 507-516. ISSN 1390-9304

bothered1, etc.Ofspecialinterestaretheassociationsofparemoiologicalorigin resoax/ no
wolf(32), soax/ a wolf(7); compare: PaboraneBosk — Biecueyoexut / Work is no wolf,
it won’t go nowhere (the proverb).
For example: It should be noted that proverbs, sayings, and phraseological units of the
Tatar language reflect the important place that is occupied bywork, labour in the life of
the Tatar people (Sibgaeva ,2016; Yuisufuva et al, 2016 ; Gulshat ,2016; Kayumova
,2016). For example:
Kapama tymieno, kapa smieHs / He cMoTpu Ha 4enoBeka, CMOTPH Ha €ro padboTy
(thetranslationby — D.I., E.I., R.B., M.Zh.);
Xe3MOTHEH THPE aubl, )KUMellle Tatibl / ['opek moT, cinanok mwiox tpyaa /A bitter sweat,
the fruit of labour is sweet;
Duutoranrs kel xutMu / Paboraromemy u aus e xsaraet /lit. The worker lacksthe day
(Mconbot,2010, 174).
However, similar reactions are not presented among the results of our experiments.

4. CONCLUSION
It is known that as a result of a mass asocioaction experiment, the concepts that are the
most important for the world’s image of the bearers of different cultures have been
revealed, as well as the knowledge determined by ethnic stereotypes of the behaviour of
the bearers of a particular culture.
The study has shown that in many respects the associative fields of the lexemes*“amr”in
the Tatar language and “pab6ora” / “work”in the Russian language coincide.In the
languages being compared, the most frequent reactions aremsorcenvii,
Oenveu,mpyo,deno | heavy, money, work, business.
Differences are manifested in the following. The Tatar language speakers have more
associations with the components of the meaning “msorcenwviii”, “mpyonocms” |
“heavy ”, “difficulty ”, etc., often characterizing physical labour. The Russian-speaking
young people more often imagine a comfortable inside mental work.
Theassociations of the Russian speakers are distinguished by a wide variety of the
associates with negative connotations, reduced stylistic characteristics, and the use of
the answers of paremiological origin.

514

Articulo recibido: 05-11-2017
Aprobacidn definitiva: 06-12-2017



_El\ The Associative Field Of The Lexemes ""Work"" In Russian And
N7 Tatar Language Consciousness
Revista Publicando, 4 No 12. (1). 2017, 507-516. ISSN 1390-9304

Thus, the association experiment as one of the methods for revealing the national specifics
of a particular linguistic world-image makes it possible to analyze the structure of the
lexicon of man, his linguistic and ideological priorities, value orientations.
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